First Latin American Forum of Chairmen of Parliamentary
Committees on Science and Technology

Buenos Aires, March 7-8, 2005

DECLARATION OF BUENOS AIRES"

The representatives of the parliamentary committees on science,
technology and productive innovation of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Ec-
uador, El Salvador, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru and Venezuela,
met at the city of Buenos Aires, Argentine Republic, on March 7-8,
2005 during the First Latin American Forum of Chairmen of Parliamen-
tary Committees on Science and Technology.

The meeting was organized by the Committee on Science and
Technology of the Honorable House of Representatives of the Argen-
tine Nation, UNESCO Regional Office of Science and Technology for
Latin America and the Caribbean and the Secretariat of Science,
Technology and Productive Innovation of Argentina.

Having considered the “Declaration of Santo Domingo which
recognizes that Latin America and the Caribbean confront the abso-
lute need to increase the quality of life of their inhabitants and make
progress in economic, social and environmental sustainable devel-
opment where science, technology and innovation processes may
contribute to: increase the quality of life of the population, raise its
cultural and educational level, promote a genuine protection of the
environment and natural resources, create more opportunities for the
employment and qualification of human resources, increase econ-
omy competitiveness, help to transform production processes of
goods and services, and reduce regional unbalances. In short, it is
imperative to establish a social compromise (contract) of science
and technology with society, which shall be based on poverty eradi-
cation, assuring a continuous increment in the quality of life of the
population and promoting a harmonious relationship between nature
and sustainable development.
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" NOTA DEL EDITOR: La traduccién del castellano al inglés fue realizada por Nora Izet-
ta, del Cuerpo de Traductores del Congreso de la Nacién Argentina.

EDITOR’S NOTE: the translation from Spanish into English was made by Nora Izetta from
the Translation Department of the National Congress of Argentina.

1oz Regional Meeting of Consultation for Latin America and the Caribbean of the World
Conference on Science, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, March 10-12, 1999.

265



As set out above, this compromise or social contract of science
and technology with society should include a series of explicit objec-
tives jointly adopted by governments, the entrepreneurial sector,
academic and scientific communities, other collective actors and
international cooperation. It is necessary to establish solid foundations
for long term strategies and policies on science, technology and in-
novation activities for self-sustainable human development, implying
the adoption of measures that effectively promote scientific research,
technological development and productive innovation in order to
obtain original solutions for the specific problems of the region coun-
tries.

Having considered the Declaration of Lima™, that recognizes the
imperative need to work for the wide acceptance and recognition of
science, technology, engineering and innovation as fundamental
elements for the development of a social and economic growth
strategy and their inclusion in national and regional development
plans in order to reduce poverty in the hemisphere, and that also tries
to achieve, for 2007, that all the States of the region adopt efficient
national policies on science, technology, engineering and innovation
clearly integrated to economic and social policies —being necessary,
for this purpose, to enact legislation and legal frameworks to guaran-
tee and promote these policies in the future.

Considering that regional integration in the activities of scientific re-
search, technological development and productive innovation
should imply the use of a powerful instrument to encourage synergy
among the different individual groups of our countries, optimizing, in
this way, physical, human and economic resources and favoring the
existence of projects which may solve fundamental problems in Latin
America, such as the quality of life of their inhabitants, the conditions
for the preservation of the environment and natural resources, and
the encouragement and promotion of creation and innovation proc-
esses in every aspect of human activities.

Taking into account the experiences and successful proposals of
regional cooperation, integration and development among different
governments implemented by the Regional Program of Scientific and
Technological Development of the Organization of American
States'™, different initiatives adopted within the framework of the
member countries of the “Andean Pact”, the Iberoamerican Program
of Science and Technology for Development (CYTED)'” and MERCO-
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102 Meeting of Ministers and Principal Authorities on Science and Technology, organized
by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, Organization of American
States, November 11-12, 2004, Lima, Peru.

* oas Regional Program of Scientific and Technological Development was created in
1968 by decision of America’s presidents during a meeting held at Punta del Este (Uru-
guay) in 1967.

' The Iberoamerican Program of Science and Technology for Development (CYTED),
which was created in 1984 by means of an Inter-Institutional Frame Agreement signed
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MERCOSUR Specialized Meeting on Science and Technology
(RECYT))', it is recognized that the region is characterized by an
asymmetrical development not only of its science, technology and
productive innovation institutions, but also of its parliamentary com-
mittees, which are responsible for the legal frameworks that regulate
the activities of the former. Meanwhile some countries have a con-
solidated institutional structure, others are just beginning institutionali-
zation processes for scientific and technological activities. Certain
phenomena such as institutional instability and lack of continuity in
policies implementation limit the evolution of the scientific and tech-
nological systems of some countries in the region.

Considering the recommendations of the “Declaration on Science
and the Use of Scientific Knowledge”'” which suggests that govern-
ments, and particularly parliaments, should systematically turn to the
cooperation of scientists and technologists in order to create ade-
quate policies and legislation for the processes of economic, social
and technological transformation. The contribution of these experts
should become a part of the parliamentary advisory programs. This is
an increasingly top priority in the decision-making processes and in
the design of short, medium and long-term national and regional po-
licies.

THE LATIN AMERICAN LEGISLATORS WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE FIRST
LATIN AMERICAN FORUM OF CHAIRMEN OF PARLIAMENTARY COMMIT-
TEES ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DECLARE THAT:

1. Itis essential to take measures tending to promote the insti-
tutional and organizational strengthening of the legislative
Committees devoted to the design of legislation and legal
frameworks for the performing and financing of scientific re-
search, technological development and productive inno-
vation activities, which permit the formulation, implementa-
tion, execution, evaluation and management of adequate
national and regional policies.

by 19 countries of Latin America, Spain and Portugal, is defined as an international
program of multilateral scientific and technological cooperation, with horizontal char-
acter and Iberoamerican basis.

% The Specialized Meeting on Science and Technology of MERCOSUR (RECYT) was
created at the Il Meeting of the Common Market Council (CMC), held in June 26-27,

1992 in Las Lefias (Argentina)
" «world Conference on Science” held at Budapest (Hungary) from June 26 to July 1,

1999, under the auspices of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO) and the International Council for Science (ICSU).
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It is imperative to consider science, technology and innova-
tion activities as a fundamental axis of national and re-
gional development, reducing the investment gap that
separate us from the developed countries, implementing
adequate measures in national budgets and favoring pri-
vate investment in such sector.

The region’s parliaments should propose and adapt na-
tional legislation to encourage systematic activities directly
and specifically related to scientific and technological de-
velopment, through the generation, spreading, transmission
and application of knowledge, technologies and produc-
tive innovations deriving from the creation of scientific and
technological systems and the traditional knowledge of
every country.

It is necessary to harmonize national legislation in order to
favor international cooperation mechanisms for scientific
research, technological development and productive in-
novation which should contribute to: (i) the stable installa-
tion of fundamental scientific capacities in the less devel-
oped countries; (i) the training of young researchers inte-
grated with their own social realities; (ii) the adequate
management of researching agendas according to the
values and priorities of the region and a global perspective.

Horizontal cooperation should be encourage among the
region’s countries, and particularly among their parlia-
ments, creating unprecedented possibilities to allow the
exchange and supplementation of human, physical and fi-
nancing capacities among the different parliamentary
groups which have the responsibility for legislating about
science, technology and innovation matters.

It is fundamental to update information for legislators and
other individuals responsible for decision-making processes
on subjects related to science, technology and innovation,
which continuously expand their influence to all human ac-
tivities.

Permanent dialogue mechanisms with academicians, sci-
entists and all the experts’ community should be estab-
lished in order to promote the development of the neces-
sary information at decision-making processes related to
science, technology and innovation activities.



10.

11.

12.

It is necessary to study the possibility of implementing an in-
terparliamentary Latin American network of advice and
evaluation of legislative bills on science, technology and
innovation, in order to share the necessary resources, keep
academic excellence in the advice and evaluation proc-
esses and undertake joint working actions among the re-
gion’s parliaments.

It is essential to promote the establishment of national par-
liamentary forum as a way to study medium and long-term
strategies and scenarios in order to design policies stimulat-
ing the application of science, technology and innovation
in the improvement of the region’s inhabitants life condi-
tions.

The systematic studies of different national laws and existent
bilateral and multilateral treaties shall be considered in or-
der to harmonize, if possible, the different national laws and
legal frameworks to promote regional integration on sci-
ence, technology and innovation subjects.

Nations know that the exchange, among them, of the in-
formation about science, technology and innovation legis-
lation, shall facilitate knowledge about our respective legal
frameworks. For this purpose, the Argentine Republic offers,
in this first stage, the data base on MERCOSUR science and
technology legislation of the Secretariat of Science, Tech-
nology and Productive Innovation (SECyT) to include there
the data of the other participant countries. In order to sys-
tematize the analysis and search in the future regional data
base, the legislation to be send shall be grouped in the fol-
lowing categories: (1) institutional organization of the sci-
ence, technology and productive innovation system; (2)
training and technological development; (3) tax incentives:
exemptions and deductions; (4) financial credit; (5) non tax
incentives: economic assistance; (6) others; (7) copyright;
(8) biosecurity; and (9) international treaties on scientific
technological cooperation.

Parliaments should prepare legislative bills promoting the
exchange of teachers and researchers among Latin
American countries in order to take advantage of the exist-
ing capacities in science and technology and to increase
the critical mass, in relevant subjects for the region, by
means of Master’s degrees and Doctorates.
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13. It is necessary to propose another meeting of Latin Ameri-
can legislators, specialized in science, technology and in-
novation subjects, in order to establish an agenda that
guarantees the regional integration process and the viabil-
ity of the social contract during the following decade.

This declaration is sighed at the Autonomous City of Buenos Aires on
March 8", 2005.

The following representatives, congressmen and parliamentary mem-
bers sign the declaration:

Luz Doris SAnchez Pinedo de Romero (Republic of Peru);
H. Guadalupe Larriva Gonzalez (Republic of Ecuador);
Edmundo Villouta (Republic of Chile);

Julio César Cérdova Martinez (United Mexican States);
Lilia J. Puig de Stubrin (Argentine Republic);

André Zacharow (Federative Republic of Brazil);

Luis Guillermo Berdugo Rojas (Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela);
H. L. Jassir Purcait (Republic of Panama);

Fernando Oreggioni (Republic of Paraguay);

Carlos Larreguy (Argentine Republic) and

Rubén Orellana (Republic of El Salvador).
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